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.ioned in the same breath: for example,
'riecl von StraBbourg and Marguerite of

z compares the hermeneutics of Chr6tien

Novalis and Schiegel'

r Huber's 'Philosophia - Konzepte und

rvicies a useful overvierv of the various

I the liberal arts under the auspices of
'"t,.n,ion to the Iirerery forms (e'g' alie-

.ir"-"r, are transmitted' These introduc-

s Drepxre the reeder [or Wechinger's ex-

,rilir, 
"'ni.t't 

includes e dctailed interprete-

,.,-"rrit .t', in tx'hich Frauenlob invests the

,rr',.". N'^.hit ger leads the reade r through

lg on m.lnv oI thc more diflrcult Pxssxges'
',7rirb 

*or"' ,rccssible to students of medi-

nsvcholosY and eventually contributed to the widespread idenrification rn

I;;;;.;ih-;".,ro.y r'ottstant circles of sexual love rvith otlt:i:::t-t^t:

,.". jr"_nirk Miiller,s study of the Faust books outlines the moralistic con-

rembt expressed not ."i;i;t the 6gure of the corruptible .scholar 
but also

;:;'1.-;; J"."rt* iitclf' Klaus Nlainzer examines the lirerery forms in

which the more promin.,ti to'tologists (Copernicus' Giordano Bruno' Kepler

CaIlei) presented their findings to the world' 
,

The book ends with Gerhari von Graevenitz's 'contextio und conjointure,

Gewebe uncl Arabest"' UU"' Zusammenhringe mittelalterlicher und

romantischer Literaturtheorie', a bold attemPt io outline the history of

;;;;"r" h.rme.terrtic, from Macrobius to the Present day by focusing on

the variations in usage of two atche typal t"tt'phot'' of poetic comp.osition

as xn zct of weaving, and of literary irit.rp."totio.r as the gesture of lifting e

vei1.

Oxford
ANNETTE VOLFING

ecl bv Ruedi Imbach's studv of D'r:te and

r.ri, :oi. Pest, clie Philosophie, die Poesie"

n oi.rrirro,ie, concluding rhet the philo-

c likeiv to have been culled from flortlegtr

;r;;-;p..t with e chrllengc to the tredi-

.[c] be reed as e heerty, down-to-eartn'

,o Orn,. ancl Petrarch)' To test this theory'
',"r{r- 

Drrnl,rrroz in the light of Ockham's

invctcrtre sinner makes e feise lesr contcs-

s a saint after his death, is seen as a poetlc

"riri.rti., 
unveilecl by Ockham's philoso-

ancl acciclent finds its Poetic equivalent ln

c1 realitv clescribed in the Boccaccio story'

i.ti.rr;tr"" des Kopfes der Kammerzofe'
ig.prr,,",Ur"",, .1.. Nlrrg,r"rite de Navarfe'

rmbir-rlence r.',d ,"tt'i'inty in perticular

sh oerliculer ettention is devoted to tne

i.l ,'n. ,i..,"aows. but not rhc actuel figures'

I cmbrecing, Haug elso puzzlcs ""1t -ill
rrl: the clisfrepaniy berween the unfocuseo

,';;;';i.' ".,i ,h" cloying Neoplatonist

'rs: 
encl the absence oI any corrclxllo-n Dc-

,rrtor, ,n.l the tYPes oI storY theY tell'

;;i;;" the natural sciences and Partly on

intellectuel endeavour' C' Stephen-J"q:t l
:n melencholy l;nd Arbeitsalikeit dcscnoes
-medicat 

term for a Pathologicxl inclinauon

, Ho.rr-Go"rg KemPer shows how the re-

i"i""ir,. i.t i..*"'y aflected early modero

Maria Rosa NIenocal, 7'he Arabic Role in Mediettal Literary Histary: A Forgotten

I{eitage (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press' r99o)' xvii + r78

pp. ISBN o-8rzz-I 124-6' ft'5'9o'

A .,varm weicome is profferecl to the paperback edition of r\'Iaria Rosa

Menocal's well-known if not already t'ototioot study' This book is not a

sttaightforwar.l .*"-i.rro* of the European indebtedness to the Arab rvorld'

It is, to quote the rorirorl, ot"t' *o'd',''based on the premise' and derived

from the conviction, ;;;;" specific study of arry of .the theories called

"Atabist" can be ,o...rrfrrl ,o lottg as the most general views we have of the

medieval periocl are as hostile to the notions of such influence and Interac-

tion as they currently a're'. The pressing need, then' is to explore and to

explain the observation that 'E,'rop""t icholarship has a1 a priori wiew of'

and set of assumptions about, its medieval past that is far from conducive to

viewing its Semitic components as formative and central'' This obiective' to

p.rr.,ri . the ideologicri pr.jodit"' of the past and to clear the ground for a

dispassionate reappraisal of the evidence, is admirable' Roger Boase tn Tbe

Otlgin and Meanlog o7 CoortlJ l-oue: A Citical Stadl of Earopeat 'scholarshtp (t916)

showed what could be alhieved by such an approach ' The Ara.bic Role in

Medieual Literary History (or whatevei ph"ase one wishes to employ in order to

express Europ-e's deb"t to the Arabs and Islam),is irrefutable'-,,- 
A-^l

There is abundant iustification for Menocal's approach' The.Arabs did

contribute more than is generally admitted to the making of mediaeval Eu-

tope, and to the twelfth-f.nrory R.,,aissance in.particular; i1d ?l: 1::::-"i
Utl".'," probe too far back into the European historiographical tradttton to

ascertain reasons for the reluctance of Wistern scholars to reconcile them-

selves to the obvious. Furthermore, the systematic dissection of 'orientalism'
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